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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
Washington DC 20463 

THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF ADMINISTRATIVE FINE CASE 
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 

i^^;ci;ivED 
FEDERAL ELECTION 

COMMISSION 
SECRETARIAT 

2013 FEB-6 PM3:07 

February 6, 2013 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SENSITIVE 

BY: 

SUBJECT: 

The Commission 

Alec Palmer 
Staff Director 

Patricia C. Orrock 
Chief Compliance Officer 

Debbie Chacona J)Cy 
Assistant Staff Director 
leports Analysis Division 

^Jodi Winship 
Compliance Branch 

Reason to Believe Recommendation -
Failure to File 48-Hour Notices under the Administrative Fine Program 

Attached is the name of a principal campaign committee that has failed to file 48-hour 
notices with the Commission for contributions of 81,000.00 or more received from the close of 
books for the Texas 12 Day Pre-Primary Report up to 48 hours before the May 29,2012 Primary 
Election in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) and 11 CFR. § 104.5(f). The committee, Garcia 
for Congress, represents a candidate who won the Primary Election and lost the Primary Runoff 
Election. The committee is being referred for failing to file 48-hour notices for contributions 
totaling $150,000.00. 

A 48-hour notice is required to report all contributions of a $1,000.00 or more, to any 
authorized committee of a candidate, including contributions from the candidate, loans from the 
candidate and other non-bank sources and endorsements or guarantees of loans from banks, as 
per, 11 CFR § 104.5(f). 

We have attached an information sheet which includes the contributor name, date of 
receipt and amount of the contributions for which a 48-hour notice was not filed. 

In accordance with the schedule of civil money penalties outlined within 11 CFR § 
111.44, this committee should be assessed the civil money penalty so indicated. 

Attachment 1 



Recommendation 

1. Find reason to believe that Garcia for Congress and Swati Patel, Treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. 
§ 434(a) and make a preliminary determination that a civil money penalty of $15,220.00 be 
assessed. 

2. Send the appropriate letter. 

Attachment 
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Contributions for Which a 48-Hour Notice Was Not Received 

AF 2636 
Committee ID: C00S15114 
Committee Name: Garcia for Congress 
Report Type: Juiy Quarteriy Report (S/10/2012 - 6/30/2012) 
48-Hour Reporting Period: 5/10/2012 - 5/26/2012 

CONTRIBUTOR, ^DATE / AMOUNT 
GARCIA, DOMINGO 5/18/2012 $100,000.00 
GARCIA, DOMINGO 5/24/2012 $50,000.00 • •• • • • •• •• •• TOTAL ; $150,000.00 

Proposed Civii Money Penalty: $15,220.00 ((2 Notices Not Filed at $110 each) + (10% of the 
Overall Contribution Not Filed)) 

Attachment 1 
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

In the Matter of 

Reason To Believe Recommendation - ) AF 2636 
Failure to File 48-Hour Notices under the ) 
Administrative Fine Program: Garcia for ) 
Congress and Swati Patel, Treasurer ) 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Shawn Woodhead Werth, Secretary and Clerk of the Federal Election 

Commission, do hereby certify that on February 07,2013, the Commission 

decided by a vote of 5-0 to take the following actions in AF 2636: 

1. Find reason to believe that Garcia for Congress and Swati Patel, 
Treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) and make a preliminary 
determination that a civil money peiialty of $15,220.00 be assessed. 

2. Send the appropriate letter. 

Commissioners Hunter, McGahn H, Petersen, Walther, and Weintraub 

voted affirmatively for the decision. 

gy SOB 

Attest: 

Shawn Woodhead Werth 
Secretary and Clerk of the Coriimission 

Attachment 1 



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 

February 8,2013 

Swati Patel, in official capacity as Treasurer 
Garcia for Congress 
400 South Zang Boulevard 
Suite 600 
Dallas, TX 75208 

C00515114 
AF#; 2636 

Dear Ms. Patel: 

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, 2 U.S.C. § 431, et seq. ("the 
Act"), requires principal campaign committees of candidates for federal office to notify in 
writing either the Secretary of the Senate or the Federal Election Commission ("FEC"), and the 
Secretary of State, as appropriate, of any contribution of $1,000 or more, received by any 
authorized committee of the candidate after the 20th day, but more than 48 hours before, any 
election. 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(6)(A). The Act further requires notification to be made within 48 
hours after the receipt of tfie contribution and to include the name of the candidate and office 
sought, the date of receipt, the amount of the contribution, and the identification of the 
contributor. Id. These notification requirements are in addition to all other reporting 
requirements. 2 U.S.C. § 434(a). Our records indicate that Garcia for Congress did not submit 
48-Hour Notices for contributions of $1,000 or more, received between May 18, 2012 and May 
24,2012, totaling $150,000, as required by 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(6)(A). Attachment 1. 

The Act permits the FEC to impose civil money penalties for violations of the reporting 
requirements of 2 U.S.C. § 434(a). 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4). On February 7, 2013, the FEC found 
that there is Reason to Believe ("RTB") that Garcia for Congress and you, in your official 
capacity as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) by failing to file the 48-Hour Notices. Based on 
the FEC's schedule of civil money penalties at 11 CFR § 111.44, tfie amount of your civil money 
penalty calculated at the RTB stage is $15,220. Please see the attached copy of the 
Commission's administrative fine regulations at 11 CFR §§ 111.30-111.55. Attachment 2. The 
Commission's website contains further information about how the administrative fine program 
works and how the fines are calculated. httpr/Zwww.fec. gov/afiaf.shtml. 11 CFR § 111.34. The 
amount of the civil money penalty is $110 for each non-filed notice plus 10 percent of the dollar 
amount of the contributions not timely reported. The civil money penalty increases by 25 percent 
for each prior violation. Send your payment of $15,220 within forty (40) days of the finding, or 
by March 19,2013. 

At this juncture, the following courses of action are available to you; 

http://www.fec
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1. If You Choose to Challenge the RTB Finding and/or Civil Money Penalty 
If you should decide to challenge the RTB finding and/or calculated civil money penalty, 

you must submit a written response, including the AF# found at the top of page 1 under your 
committee's identification number, to the FEC's Office of Administrative Review, 999 E Street, 
NW, Washington, DC 20463. Your response must be received within forty (40) days of the 
Commission's RTB finding, or March 19, 2013. 11 CFR § 111.35(a). Your written response 
must include the reason(s) why you are challenging the RTB finding and/or calculated civil 
money penalty, and must include the factual basis supporting the reason(s) and supporting 
documentation. The FEC strongly encourages that documents be submitted in the form of 
affidavits or declarations. 11 CFR § 111.36(c). 

The FEC will only consider challenges that are based on at least one of three grounds: 
(1) a factual error in the RTB finding; (2) miscalculation of the calculated civil money penalty by 
Ae FEC; or (3) your demonstrated use of best efforts to file in a timely manner when prevented 
fi-om doing so by reasonably unforeseen circumstances that were beyond your control. 11 CFR § 
111.35(b). In order for a challenge to be considered on the basis of best efforts, you must have 
filed the required report no later than 24 hours after the end of these reasonably unforeseen 
circumstances. Id. Examples of circumstances that will be considered reasonably unforeseen 
and beyond your control include, but are not limited to: (1) a failure of Commission computers 
or Commission-provided software despite your seeking technical assistance from Commission 
persotmel and resources; (2) a widespread disruption of information transmissions over the 
Internet that is not caused by a failure of the Commission's or your computer systems or Internet 
service provider; and (3) severe weather or other disaster-related incident. 11 CFR § 111.3 5(c). 
Examples of circumstances that will not be considered reasonably unforeseen and beyond your 
control include, but are not limited to: (1) negligence; (2) delays caused by vendors or 
contractors; (3) treasurer and staff illness, inexperience or unavailability; (4) committee 
computer, software, or Internet service provider failures; (5) failure to know filing dates; and (6) 
failure to use filing software properly. 11 CFR § 111.35(d). 

The "failure to raise an argument in a timely fashion during the administrative process 
shall be deemed a waiver" of your right to present such argument in a petition to the U.S. district 
court under 2 U.S.C. § 437g. 11 CFR § 111.38. 

If you intend to be represented by counsel, please advise the Office of Administrative 
Review. You should provide, in writing, the name, address and telephone number of your 
counsel and authorize counsel to receive notifications and communications relating to this 
challenge and imposition of the calculated civil money penalty. 

2. If You Choose Not to Pay the Civil Money Penalty and Not to Submit a Challenge 
If you do not pay the ^culated civil money penalty and do not submit a written 

response, ^e FEC will assume that the preceding factual allegations are true and make a final 
determination that Garcia for Congress and you, in your official capacity as treasurer, violated 2 
U.S.C. § 434(a) and assess a civil money penalty. 
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Unpaid civil money penalties assessed through the Administrative Fine regulations will 
be subject to the Debt Collection Act of 1982 ("DCA"), as amended by the Debt Collection 
Improvement Act of 1996, 31 U.S.C. § 3701 et seq. The PEC may take any and all appropriate 
action authorized and required by the DCA, as amended, including transfer to the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury for collection. 11 CFR § 111.51(a)(2). 

3. If You Choose to Pay the CivU Money Penalty 
If you should decide to pay the calculated civil money penalty, send the enclosed 

ranittance form, along with your payment, to the FEC at the address on page 4. Upon receipt of 
your payment, the FEC will send you a final determination letter. 

This matter was generated based on information ascertained by the FEC in the normal 
course of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities. 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(2). It will remain 
confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and 437g(a)(12)(A) until it is placed on 
the public record in accordance with 11 CFR § 111.42, unless you notify the FEC in writing that 
you wish the matter to be made public. 

As noted earlier, you may obtain additional information on the EEC's administrative fine 
program, including the final regulations, on the EEC's website at http://www.fee.eov/afiaf.shtml. 

y If you have questions regarding the payment of the calculated civil money penalty, please 
J contact David Garr in the Reports Analysis Division at our toll free number (800) 424-9530 (at 

the prompt press 5) or (202) 694-1130. If you have questions regarding the submission of a 
challenge, please contact the Office of Administrative Review at bur toll fi-ee number (80O) 424- • 
9530 (press 0, then ext. 1660) or (202) 694-1660. 

4 

On behalf of the Conunission, 

Ellen L. Weintraub 
Chair 

http://www.fee.eov/afiaf.shtml
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ADMINISTRATIVE FINE REMITTANCE & PAYMENT INSTRUCTIONS 

In accordance with the schedule of penalties at 11 CFR § 111 .44, the amount of your civil 
money penalty calculated at RTB is $15,220 for the 2012 Primary Election 48-Hour Notification 
Report. 

Please mail this remittance with a check or money order made payable to the Federal 
Election Commission to the following address: 

Federal Election Commission 
P.O. Box 979058 
St. Louis, MO 63197-9000 

If you choose to send your remittance and payment by courier or overnight delivery, 
please use this address; 

U.S. Bank - Government Lockbox 
FEC #979058 
1005 Convention Plaza 
Attn: Government Lockbox, SL-M0-C2GL 
St. Louis, MO 63101 

The remittance and your payment are due by March 19, 2013. Upon receipt of yoxir 
remittance and payment, the FEC will send you a final determination letter. 

PAYMENTS BY PERSONAL CHECK 
Personal checks will be converted into electronic funds transfers (EFTS). Your account 

will be electronically debited for the amount on your check, usually within 24 hours, and the 
debit will appear on your regular statement. We will destroy your original check and keep a 
copy of it. In case the EFT cannot be processed for technic^ reasons, you authorize us to 
process the copy in lieu of the original check. Should the EFT not be completed because of 
insufficient funds, we may try to make the transfer twice. 

PLEASE DETACH AND RETURN THE PORTION BELOW WITH YOUR PAYMENT 

FOR: Garcia for Congress 

FEC ID#: C00515114 

AF#: 2636 

PAYMENT DUE DATE: March 19, 2013 

PAYMENT AMOUNT DUE: $ 15,220 



Contributions for Which a 48-Hour Notice Was Not Received 

AF2636 
Committee ID: C00515114 
Committee Name: Garcia for Congress 
Report Type: July Quarterly Report (5/10/2012 - 6/30/2012) 
48-Hour Reporting Period; 5/10/2012 - 5/26/2012 

GARCIA, DOMINGO 5/18/2012 $100,000.00 
GARCIA, DOMINGO 5/24/2012 $50,000.00 

Proposed Civil Money Penalty: $15,220.00 ((2 Notices Not Filed at $110 each) + (10% of the 
Overall Contribution Not Filed)) 

Attachment 1 



FpeOFRCEOF 
ADMIN REVIEW 

DOMINGO . 

(GARCIA 
if' 
DEMOCRAT FOR CONGRESS 

February 26, 2013 
Federal Election Commission 
Office of Administrative Review 
999 E Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20463 

Idendficadon Number: C00515114 
Reference: AF 2636; Challenge to Proposed Calculadon of Administradve Fine Total 

The following statement challenges the calculadon of the proposed ?15,220 assessed to Garcia for Congress, 
hereafter referred to as "the Committee," for unfiled 48-Hour Reports during the repordng period 5/10/12 -
5/26/12 and in connecdon with Pre-Primary Elecdon for Texas's 33rd congressional district. The 
Committee asks for leniency in this matter for the following reasons: 1) the unfiled report resulted from an 
unintendonal clerical error; and 2) the fine could delay the Committees its efforts to wind down and terminate 
the campaign. 

The Committee seeks to challenge the proposed penalty on the basis that the Conunittee demonstrated use 
of "best efforts," and that the unfiled reports were due to an unintendonal clerical error on the part of the 
Committee. As a result of this error, there was a failure to communicate requisite informadon to the 
compliance specialists responsible for filing the nodces. 

Furthermore, the Committee requests leniency due to the fact that it is in the process of winding down and 
any addidonal financial burden could potendally delay its ability to terminate. The total amount that the 
candidate has invested in this campaign (including contribudons and loans) amounts to $2,287,776, or 
approximately 99% of the total contribudons. All current financial acdvity disclosed on recent filed reports is 
for the purpose of winding down the campaign committee. Thus, the Committee hopes the Commission will 
consider the implicadons Aat adchtipnal costs to not only the, campaign, but also the candidate, will have in 
further delaying the terminadon process. 

The Committee asks the Commission to please take these facts into consideradon as it evaluates this case. 

Siijcerelyi 

r^atel. Treasurer 

Domingo Garcia for Congress Campaign 
1107 West Jefferson Boulevard, Dallas, Texas 75208 • 214.948.6100 

garciaforcongress.com 

Paid for by Garcia for Congress 



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 

Via First Class Mail 

March 4, 2013 

Swati Patel, in official capacity as Treasurer 
Garcia for Congress 
400 South Zang Boulevard, Suite 600 
Dallas, TX 75208 

C00515114 

AF#; 2636 

Dear Ms. Patel: 

On March 1, 2013, the Commission received your written response ("challenge") 
which is being reviewed by the Office of Administrative Review. If you have any 
questions regarding your challenge, please contact this Office on our toll free number 
(800)424-9530 (press 0, then ext. 1660) or (202)694-1660. 

Sincerely,, 

Rhiannon Magruder 
Acting Reviewing Officer 
Office of Administrative Review 



Date: March 5,2013 

REFERRAL TO OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW 
CHALLENGE RECEIVED 

AF#: 2636 

Committee Name: Garcia for Congress 

Committee ID#: C00515114 

Committee Address (if different than in RTB letter): N/A 

Treasurer Name (if different than in RTB finding): N/A 

Attachments: 

Copy of RTB Circulation Report, dated February 6,2012 and RTB Certiflcation, 
dated February 8,2013 (Y/N): Y 

Attachment #: 1 
Proof of Delivery (to be forwarded at later date if not yet received) (Y/N): Y 

Attachment #: 2 

Other Relevant Telecoms (Y/N): N 
Attachment #: N/A 

Original Correspondence Received by RAD in Response to RTB Letter (Y/N): N 
Attachment #: N/A 

RAD Staff Declaration (Y/N): Y 
-2012 July Quarterly Report Notice, dated April 23,2012. 
-RFAI Letter, dated August 13,2012. 
-RTB Letter, dated February 8, 2013. 
Attachment #: 4 

Other RAD Information: (Y/N): N 
Attachment#: N/A 



2/12/13 UPS: TracMng Information 

Tracking Summary 

Tracking Numbers 

Tracking Number: 
Type: 
Status: 
Delivered On: 

Delivered To: 
Signed By: 
Service: 

1ZWF5 860 A2 9098 007 8 
Package 
Delivered 
02/11/2013 
9:46 A.M. 
DALLAS, IX US 
TELESFORA 
NEXT DAY AIR 

Tracking results provided by UPS: 02/12/2013 8:56 A.M. ET 

NOTICE: UPS authorizes you to use UPS tracking systems solely to track shipments 
tendered by or for you to UPS for delivery and for no other purpose. Any other use of UPS 
tracking systems and information is strictly prohibited. 

H Feedback £3ciose Window 

Copyright © 1994-2013 United Parcel Service of America, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Attachment 2 
https://www.campusship.ups.com/campus_track/prlntSumrfiary?loc=en_US&page=sutTimary&sumnfiaryCount=1&bllllngE)dst=0&nurnRecord=1&summarvO=1.1,1,... 1/1 

https://www.campusship.ups.com/campus_track/prlntSumrfiary?loc=en_US&page=sutTimary&sumnfiaryCount=1&bllllngE)dst=0&nurnRecord=1&summarvO=1.1,1


DECLARATION OF JODI WINSHIP 

1. I am the Chief of the Compliance Branch for the Reports Analysis Division of the Federal 

Election Commission ("Commission"). In my capacity as Chief of the Compliance Branch, I 

oversee the initial processing of the Administrative Fine Program. I make this declaration 

based on my personal knowledge and, if called upon as a witness, could and would testily 

competently to the following matters. 

2. I hereby certify that documents identified herein are true and accurate copies of the following 

sent to Garcia for Congress: 

A) Report Notice, dated April 23, 2012, referencing the reporting requirements of 

48-Hour Notices (sent via electronic mail to: garciadtx@gmail.com); 

B) Request for Additional Information Letter, dated August 13, 2012, referencing 

the missing 48-Hour Notices; 

C) Reason-to-Believe Letter, dated February 8, 2013 referencing the 2012 July 

Quarterly Report. 

3. I hereby certify that I have searched the Commission's public records and find that Garcia for 

Congress has not filed the 48-Hour Notices with the Commission. 

4. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 1746,1 declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and 

correct and that all relevant telecoms for the matter have been provided. This declaration was 

executed at Washington, D.C. on the 4"* day of March, 2013. 

JodiWii _ 
Chief, Compliance Branch 
Reports Analysis Division 
Federal Election Commission 

mailto:garciadtx@gmail.com


Texas 
Primary/Runoff Election Prior Notice 

PRIMARY ELECTION 

REPORT NOTICE 
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

TEXAS April 23, 2012 

POLITICAL COMMITTEES INVOLVED IN TH E PRIMARY (05/29/12): 

REPORT 
REPORTING 

PERIOD i 

REG,/CERT. & 
OVERNIGHT MAILING 

DEADLINE 
FILING 

DEADLINE 
Pre-Primary 04/01/12-05/09/12 05/14/12 05/17/12 
48-Hour Notices 05/10/12-05/26/12 ~ TX urimarv candidates only - see filing info ~ 
July Quarterly 05/10/12-06/30/12 07/15/12 1 07/15/12 = 

FOR POLITICAL COMMITTEES INVOLVED IN BOTH THE PRIMARY (05/29/12) AND RUNOFF 
(07/31/12), IF HELD: 

REPORT REPORTING 
PERIOD -

REG./CERT. & 
OVERNIGHT MAILING 

DEADLINE 
FILING 

DEADLINE 
Pre-Primary 04/01/12-05/09/12 05/14/12 05/17/12 
48-Hour Notices 05/10/12-05/26/12 ~ TX orimarv candidates or Iv - see filing info ~ 
July Quarterly 05/10/12-06/30/12 07/15/12 07/15/12 2 
Pre-Runoff 07/01/12-07/11/12 07/16/12 07/19/12 
48-Hour Notices 07/12/12-07/28/12 ~ TX runoff candidates onl V-see filing info ~ 
October Quarterly 07/12/12-09/3Ci/12 10/15/12 10/15/12 

WHO MUST FILE 
The following committees must file the Texas Pre-Primary/Runoff Report(s): 

• Principal campaign committees of congressional candidates (including unopposed candidates and 
candidates whose names do not appear on the ballot) who seek election in the primary election must 
file the above reports and notices. 

• PACs and party committees filing on a quarterly basis in 2012 are subject to pre-election 
reporting if they make previously undisclosed contributions or expenditures (including independent 
expenditures) in connection with an election by the close of books of the applicable report(s). 

Supplemental Filing Information is available: 
• Congressional Committees 
• Parties and PACs 

Additional information for Texas Campaign Committees — click here 

' These dates indicate the beginning and end of the reporting period. A reporting period always begins the day after the 
closing date of the last report filed. If the committee is new and has not previously filed a report, the first report must 
cover all activity that occurred before the committee registered up through the close of books for the first report due. 

' Notice that this filing deadline falls on a weekend or federal holiday. Filing deadlines are not extended when they fall on 
nonworking days. Accordingly, reports filed by methods other than registered, certified or overnight mail, or electronically, 
must be received before the Commission's (or the Secretary of the Senate's) close of business on the last business day before 
the deadline. 

Page -1 



Supplemental Filing Information (2012) 
Congressional Committees 

I 

2012 SUPPLEMENTAL FILING INFORMATION 
CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES 

PLEASE NOTE: The Commission provides reminders of upcoming filing dates as a courtesy 
to help committees comply with the filing deadlines set forth in the Act and Commission 
regulations. Committee treasurers must comply with all applicable filing deadlines established 
by law, and the lack of prior notice does not constitute an excuse for failing to comply with any 
filing deadline. 

WHO MUST FILE 
Principal campaign committees of congressional candidates - (including unopposed 
candidates and candidates whose names do not appear on the ballot) must file Quarterly 
Reports in 2012.-

Campaigns that raise or spend more than $5,000 for the 2012 election cycle (and thus trigger 
registration and reporting requirements) must file quarterly reports throughout 2012, even if 
the candidate plans to retire, withdraws from the race prior to the primary election, loses the 
primary or drops out of the race prior to the general election. See 11 CFR 104.5fa)f2). 

Before a committee can stop filing with the PEC, it must file a termination report with the 
Commission. See 11 CFR 102.3. Committees must continue to file reports until the 
Commission notifies them in writing that their termination report has been accepted. 

METHODS OF FILING REPORTS 
Electronic Filing 
Reports filed electronically must be received and validated by the Commission by 11:59 p.m. 
Eastem Time on the filing deadline. See 11 CFR 104.5(e). See also 11 CFR 104.18 and 100.19. 

• Web Page: Electronic Filing Page 
• Canwaisn Guide for Consressional Candidates and Committees (Candidate Guide). 

DP. 83-86 [PDF] 
Paper Filing - Meeting the Filing Deadline 
Paper Report filing options ~ Registered, Certified or Ovemight or First Class Mail. 
See 11 CFR 104.5re). See also II CFR 100.19. 

• Web Page: Link to Paper Forms (for downloading and printing) 
• Candidate Guide, p. 82 [PDF] 

' Generally, an individual becomes a candidate for federal office (and thus triggers registration and reporting 
obligations) when his or her campaign exceeds $S,000 in either contributions or expenditures. If the campaign 
has not crossed the $5,000 threshold, it is not required to file reports. See 11 CFR 100.3fa). See also 11 CFR 
lQ4.StaV 

^ If a candidate has more than one authorized committee, the principal campaign committee files a consolidated 
report on Form 3Z [PDF]. See 11 CFR 104.3m. 

Primary -1 



Supplemental Filing Information (2012) 
Congressional Committees 

PRE- AND POST-ELECTION REPORTS 
The principal campaign committee of any candidate participating in a 2012 state primary, 
nominating convention or runoff election ~ even if unopposed — must also file a pre-election 
report 12 days prior to the primary, nominating convention or runoff. The principal campaign 
committee of a candidate who participates in the general election must file pre- and post-
general election reports. See 11 CFR 104.5(a¥2). 

• Web Page: 2012 Congressional Pre-Primarv Reporting Dates 
• The Record: 

o FEC Record Bio a: Reporting 
o .Tanuai-v2012 issue [PDF] 

• Candidate Guide, pp. 81-82 [PDF] 

COMPLIANCE 
Treasurer Responsibility 
Committee Treasurers are responsible for both the timeliness and the accuracy of all reports. 
They may be subject to monetary penalties if reports are inaccurate or are not filed on time. 
See 11 CFR 104.14(d). 

• Statement of'Policv Regarding Treasurers Subject to Enforcement Proceedings [PDF]. 
• Candidate Guide, DP. 7-9 [PDF] 

Administrative Fine Program 
Political committees and their treasurers who fail to file their reports on time may be subject to 
civil money penalties up to $17,600 (or more for repeat late- and non-filers).^ See generally, 
11 CFR Part 111 Subpart B. See also 11 CFR 111.43. 

• Web Page: Administrative Fine Program. 
• Candidate Guide, PP. 82-83 [PDF] 

IMPORTANT FILING INFORMATION - PAPER FILERS 
In response to the 2001 anthrax threat, the U.S. Postal Service is irradiating mail directed to 
many federal agencies, including the FEC and the Secretary of the Senate. - This process has 
not only delayed mail delivery, it has also damaged and in some cases destroyed pieces of 
mail. As a result, committees that file reports with the FEC may want to consider submitting 
their reports by some means other than U.S. mail. Alternative methods include electronic 
filing, overnight mail or delivery service, and hand delivery. 

^ Penalties for late- or non-filing of 48-hour notices are based on the amount of contributions not timely disclosed. 
As a result, these penalties may exceed $17,600, even for first-time violations. 

* Senate committees should contact the Secretary of the Senate at (202) 224-0322 for more information on filing 
reports via US mail. 

Primary - 2 



Supplemental Filing Information (2012) 
Congressional Committees 

2012 REPORTING SCHEDULE 
• Web Page: 2012 Repotting Dates Page 
• The Record: 

o PEG Record Bloe: Reporting 
o January 2012 issue [PDF] 

• Candidate Guide, p. 83 [PDF] 

DISCLOSURE OF LOBBYIST BUNDLING ACTIVITY 
Campaign committees must file FEC Form 3L [PDF] if they receive two or more bundled 
contributions from lobbyists/registrants or lobbyist/registrant PACs that aggregate in excess 
of $16,700 during the applicable reporting period (see page 1 of this notice). See 11 CFR 
104.22 and 110.17(f). 

• The Record: March 2009 issue fPDFl 
• Candidate Guide. Appendix F. pp. 155-161 [PDF] 

SUPPLEMENTAL FILING INFORMATION 
TEXAS CAMPAIGN COMMITTEES ONLY 

48 HOUR NOTICES ON CONTRIBUTIONS 
The principal campaign committee must file notices if any authorized committees receive any 
contribution (including in-kind gifts or advances of goods or services; loans from the 
candidate or other non-bank sources; and guarantees or endorsements of bank loans to 
the candidate or committee) of $1,000 or more per source, during the period of: 

Primary: 05/10/12-05/26/12 
Runoff: 07/12/12-07/28/12 

The notices must reach the appropriate federal filing office within 48 hours of the 
committee's receipt of the contribution(s). Campaign committees that file electronically 
MUST submit their 48-hour notices electronically. See 11 CFR 104.5(f). 

• Web Page: Link to Paper Forms (for downloading and printing) 
• Web Page: Link to Web Fonn 6 (for online submission) 
• Form 6 Fax numbers 

o Senate campaigns (Secretary of the Senate): (202) 224-1851 
o House Campaigns (FEC): (202)219-0174. 

• Campaign Guide: Candidate, p. 8! [PDF]. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL: (800) 424-9530 or (202) 694-1100 

Primary - 3 



Supplemental Filing Information (2012) 
Parties & PACs 

2012 SUPPLEMENTAL FILING INFORMATION 
PACs AND PARTY COMMITTEES 

PLEASE NOTE: The Commission provides reminders of upcoming filing dates as a courtesy to help 
committees comply with the filing deadlines set forth in the Act and Commission regulations. Committee 
treasurers must comply with all applicable filing deadlines established by law, and the lack of prior 
notice does not constitute an excuse for failing to comply with any filing deadline. 

WHO MUST FILE 
All Party Committees and PACs (Nonconnected Committees and Separate Segregated Funds) must file 
either quarterly or monthly reports in 2012. See 11 CFR 104.5fc). Before a committee can stop filing 
with the FEC, it must file a termination report with the Commission. See 11 CFR 102.3. Committees 
must continue to file reports until the Commission notifies them in writing that their termination report 
has been accepted. 

METHODS OF FILING REPORTS 
Electronic Filing 
Reports filed electronically must be received and validated by the Commission by 11:59 p.m. Eastern 
Time on the filing deadline. See 11 CFR 104.5(el. See also 11 CFR 104.18 and 100.19. 

• Web Page: Electronic Filing Page 
• Campaign Guide: Nonconnected Committees fNonconnected). pp. 51-53 [PDF]; 

Corporations and Labor Oraanizations (SSF). DP. 49-51 [PDF]; Political Party Committees 
(Party), DP. 69-71 [PDF]. 

Paper Filing - Meeting the Filing Deadline 
Paper report filing options - Registered, Certified or Overnight or First Class Mail. See 11 CFR 
104.5fel. See also 11 CFR 100.19. 

• Web Page: Link to Paper Forms (for downloading and t)rinting) 
• Campaign Guide: Nonconnected. pp. 47-48 IPDFI: SSF. pp. 45-46 TPOFl; Party, p. 65 IPDFl. 

CHANGE IN FILING FREQUENCY 
Committees able to change their reporting schedule (for example, from monthly to quarterly) who 
wish to do so must notify the Commission in writing and may change their filing frequency no more 
than once per calendar year. See 11 CFR I04.5fcl. 

• Web Page: Filing Freouencv bv Tvoe of Committee 
• Campaign Guide: Nonconnected. o. 51 [PDF]; SSF. p. 49 [PDF]; Party, p. 67 [PDF]. 

2012 REPORTING SCHEDULE 
• Web Page: 2012 Reporting Dates Page 
• The Record: 

o FEC Record Blog: Reporting 
o January 2012 issue [PDF] 

• Campaign Guide; Nonconnected. PP. 49-51 FPDFI: SSF. pp. 46-48 IPDFI: Party, pp. 67-68 [PDFI. 

PAC/Party -1 



Supplemental Filing Information (2012) 
Parties & PACs 

PRE-ELECTION REPORTING 
Quarterly filing committees that make contributions or expenditures (including independent 
expenditures) in connection with an election must also file a Pre-Election Report, if the activity was not 
previously reported. See 11 CFR 104.5fc)fn(ii). 

• Web Page: 2012 Congressional Pre-Primarv Reporting Dates Page 
• The Record: 

o FEC Record Blog: Reporting 
o Januarv 2012 issue [PDF] 

• Campaign Guide: Nonconnected. DP. 49-51 IPDEI: SSF. pp. 46-48 fPDFI: Party, DO. 67-68 IPDEl. 

COMPLIANCE 
Treasurer Responsibility 
Committee treasurers are responsible for both the timeliness and the accuracy of all reports. They may be 
subject to monetary penalties if reports are inaccurate or are not filed on time. See 11 CFR 104.14fd). 

• Siateinent of PoUcv Reeardins Treasurers Subject to Enforcement Proceeding [PDF] 
• Campaign Guide: Nonconnected. DP. 3-4 [PDF]; SSF. »p. }-2 [PDF]; Party, no. 6-7 [PDF]. 

Administrative Fine Program 
Failure to file reports on time may be subject to civil money penalties up to $17,600 (or more for 
repeat late- or non-filers). See 11 CFR 111.43(b). See generally, 11 CFR Part 111 Subpart B. 
See also 11 CFR 111.43. 

• Web Page: Administrative Fine Program Page 
• Campaign Guide: Nonconnected. DP. 48-49 fPDFl: SSF. v. 46 FPDFI: 

DISCLOSURE OF LOBBYIST BUNDLING ACTIVITY 
Party committees and Leadership PAQs must file FEC Form 3L [PDF] if they receive two or more 
bundled contributions from lobbyists/registrants or lobbyist/registrant PACs that aggregate in excess of 
$16,700 during the applicable reporting period (see pace 1 of this notice). See 11 CFR 104,22 and 11 
CFR iio.nra 

• The Record: March 2009 issue [PDF] 

48- AND 24-HOUR REPORTS OF INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES 
Any PAC or Party Committee that makes independent expenditures in 2012 may have to disclose this 
activity within 48- or 24-hours based upon the date and amount of the expenditure. 
See 11 CFR 104.4fb)f2) and (c). See generally, 11 CFR 104.4. 

• Web Page: State-bv-state chart of 2012 48- and 24-hour periods for independent expenditures 
• Campaign Guide: Nonconnected. op. 72-74 [PDF]; SSF. pp. 65-67 [PDF]; 

Party, pp. 87-89 [PDF]. 
These reports are not required when a PAC or Party Committee makes a contribution directly to a 
candidate. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL: (800) 424-9530 or (202) 694-1100 

PAC/Party - 2 



Image# 12330010660 

RQ-2 
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 

August 13, 2012 

SWATl PATEL, TREASURER 
GARCIA FOR CONGRESS 
400 SOUTH ZANG BOULEVARD SUITE 600 
DALLAS, TX 75208 Response Due Date 

IDENTIFICATION NUMBER: COOS 15114 09/17/2012 

REFERENCE: JULY QUARTERLY REPORT (05/10/2012 - 06/30/2012) 

Dear Treasurer: 

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the report(s) 
referenced above. This notice requests information essential to full public disclosure of 
your federal election campaign finances. Failure to adequately respond by the 
response date noted above could result in an audit or enforcement action. 
Additional information is needed for the following 2 item(s): 

1. Schedule A of your report indicates that your committee may have failed to 
file one or more of the required 48-hour notices regarding "last minute" 
contributions received by your committee after the close of books for the 12 
Day Pre-Primary Report (see attached). A principal campaign committee must 
notify the Commission, in writing, within 48 hours of any contribution of 
$1,000 or more received between two and twenty days before an election. 
These contributions are then reported on the next report required to be filed by 
the committee. To ensure that the Commission is notified of last minute 
contributions of $1,000 or more to your campaign, it is recommended that you 
review your procedures for checking contributions received during the 
aforementioned time period. The failure to file 48-hour notices may result in 
civil money penalties or legal enforcement action. If any contribution of 
$1,000 of more was incorrectly reported, you must amend your original report 
with the clarifying information. (11 CFR § 104.5(f)) 

2. Schedule C of your report fails to include information required by 
Commission regulations. With every report submitted, you must provide the 
date incurred, the original source and amount of the loan, the due date, the 
interest rate, the cumulative payment, and the outstanding balance. In addition, 
if there are any endorsers or guarantors, their mailing address, along with the 
name of their employer and occupation, must be disclosed. Please amend your 
report to include the due date for the following loan(s): Domingo Garcia 
$30,000.00, $100,000.00, $50,000.00 and $300,000.00. (11 CFR §§ 100.52(a), 



Image# 12330010661 

GARCIA FOR CONGRESS 

Page 2 of2 

100.52(b) and 104.3(d)) 

Please note, you will not receive an additional notice from the Commission on this 
matter. Adequate responses must be received by the Commission on or before the due 
date noted above to be taken into consideration in determining whether audit action 
will be initiated. Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act may also result in an 
enforcement action against the committee. Any response submitted by your committee 
will be placed on the public record and will be considered by the Commission prior to 
taking enforcement action. Requests for extensions of time in which to respond will 
not be considered. 

Electronic filers must file amendments (to include statements, designations and reports) 
in an electronic format and must submit an amended report in its entirety, rather than 
lust those portions of the report that are being amended. 

If you should have any questions regarding this matter or wish to verify the adequacy 
of your response, please contact me on our toll-free number (800) 424-9530 (at the 
prompt press 5 to reach the Reports Analysis Division) or my local number (202) 
694-1130. 

Sincerely, 

Michelle Grant 
Senior Campaign Finance Analyst 
Reports Analysis Division 
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Contributor Name Date Amount Election 
Garcia, Domingo 5/18/2012 $100,000.00 P2012 
Garcia, Domingo 5/24/2012 $50,000.00 P2012 



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 

March 11, 2013 

MEMORANDUM 

1 
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To: The Commission 

Through: Alec Palmer 
Staff Director 

From: Patricia C. Orrock 
Chief Compliance Officer 

Rhiannon Magruder 
Acting Reviewing Officer 
Office of Administrative Review 

Subject: Reviewing Officer Recommendation in AF# 2636 - Garcia for 
Congress and Swati Patel, in her official capacity as Treasurer 
(C00515114) 

The attached Reviewing Officer Recommendation is being circulated on an 
informational basis. A copy was also sent to the respondents in accordance with 
11 C.F.R. § 111.36(f). The respondents may file with the Commission Secretary a 
written response within 10 days of transmittal of the recommendation. 

After the 10 day period, the Reviewing Officer Recommendation and the 
respondents' written response, if any, will be circulated to the Commission to make 
a final determination. 

Attachment 



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION March 11 2013 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 ' 

REVIEWING OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW ("OAR") 

AF# 2636 - Garcia for Congress and Swati Patel, in her official capacity as Treasurer 
(C00515114) 

Summary of Recommendation 

Make a final determination that the respondents violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) and assess a 
$15,220 civil money penalty. 

Reason-to-Believe Background 

On February 7, 2013, the Federal Election Commission ("the Commission") found reason 
to believe ("RTB") that Garcia for Congress and Swati Patel, in her official capacity as Treasurer 
("the respondents"), violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) for failing to file 48-Hour Notices for two 
contributions totaling $150,000 for the 2012 Texas Primary Election and made a preliminary 
determination that the civil money penalty was $15,220 based on the schedule of penalties at 
11 C.F.R. § 111.44. A letter, dated February 8, 2013, was sent to the respondents' address of 
record by the Reports Analysis Division ("RAD") to notify them of the Commission's RTB 
finding and civil money penalty. 

Legal Requirements 

The Federal Election Campaign Act ("Act") requires that the principal campaign 
committee of a candidate must notify the Commission, in writing, of any contribution of $1,000 
or more received after the 20"* day but more than 48 hours before an election. The principal 
campaign committee must notify the Commission within 48 hours of receipt of the contribution. 
The 48-hour notification shall be in addition to all other reporting requirements under the Act. 
2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(6)(A) and 11 C.F.R. § 104.5(f). The treasurer shall be personally responsible 
for the timely filing of reports. 11 C.F.R. § 104.14(d). 

Respondents' Challenge 

On March 1, 2013, the Commission received the written response ("challenge") from the 
Treasurer challenging the RTB penalty and requesting leniency in this matter. The Treasurer 
states there was "an unintentional clerical error [that resulted in] a failure to communicate 
requisite information to the compliance specialists responsible for filing the notices." In 
addition, the Treasurer explains the Committee, which was largely funded by the Candidate, "is 
in the process of winding down and any additional financial burden could potentially delay its 
ability to terminate." 



Analysis 

Commission records show that on April 25, 2012, the Primary Election Report Notice, 
which includes the reporting requirements of 48-Hour Notices, was sent via email to 
"garciadtx@gmail.com," the email address disclosed on the Committee's most recent Statement 
of Organization. Page four of the Notice explains that 48-Hour Notices are required if the 
Committee receives any contributions (including loans from the candidate) of $1,000 or more per 
source, during the period of May 10 through May 26, 2012. 

11 C.F.R. § 100.52(a) defines a contribution to be a gift, subscription, loan, advance, or 
deposit of money or anything of value made by any person for the purpose of influencing any 
election for Federal office. Given that candidate loans are defined as contributions, 48-Hour 
Notices were required for the May 18 and May 24 candidate loans of $100,000 and $50,000, 
respectively, as they each exceeded $1,000 and occurred during the May 10 to May 26 48-Hour 
Notice window for the Texas Primary. 

While the Reviewing Officer recognizes the civil money penalty may delay the 
Committee's ability to terminate, negligence is included at 11 C.F.R. § 111.35(d) as an example 
of a circumstance ttiat will not be considered reasonably unforeseen and beyond the respondents' 
control. Their challenge fails to address any of the three valid grounds for challenging 
enumerated at 11 C.F.R § 111.35(b). These are: (i) the RTB finding is based on factual errors; 
and/or (ii) the improper calculation of the civil money penalty; and/or (iii) they used best efforts 
to file on time but were prevented from doing so by reasonably unforeseen circumstances that 
were beyond their control and they filed the report no later than 24 hours after the end of these 
circumstances. Therefore, the Reviewing Officer recommends that the Commission make a final 
determination that the respondents violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) and assess a civil money penalty of 
$15,220. 

OAR Recommendations 
(1) Adopt the Reviewing Officer recommendation for AF# 2636 involving Garcia for Congress 

and Swati Patel, in her official capacity as Treasurer, in making the finad determination; 
(2) Make a final determination in AF# 2636 that Garcia for Congress and Swati Patel, in her 

official capacity as Treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) and assess a civil money penalty of 
$15,220; and 

(3) Send the appropriate letter. 

Acting Reviewing Officer: Rhiannon Magruder 

mailto:garciadtx@gmail.com


FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 

VIA OVERNIGHT DELIVERY 
March 11,2013 

Swati Patel, in official capacity as Treasurer 
Garcia for Congress 
400 South Zang Boulevard, Suite 600 
Dallas, TX 75208 

000515114 

AF#: 2636 

Dear Ms. Patel: 

On February 7, 2013, the Federal Election Commission ("Commission") found reason to 
believe ("RTB") that Garcia for Congress and you, in your official capacity as Treasurer 
("respondents"), violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) for failing to file 48-Hour Notices for the 2012 Texas 
Primary Election. The Commission also made a preliminary determination that the civil money 
penalty was $15,220 based on the schedule of penalties at 11 C.F.R. § 111.44. 

After reviewing the written response and any supplemental information submitted by you and 
Commission staff, the Reviewing Officer has recommended that the Commission make a final 
determination in this matter. A copy of the Reviewing Officer's recommendation is attached. 

You may file with the Commission Secretary a written response to the recommendation 
within 10 days of the date of this letter. Your written response should be sent to the Commission 
Secretary, 999 E Street, NW, Washington, DC 20463. As a result of the anthrax threat in the 
Washington, DC area, US Postal Service mail delivery to federal agencies, including the 
Commission, has been interrupted. Until regular mail delivery resumes, you may also file your 
written response with the Commission Secretary via facsimile (202-208-3333) or by courier at the 
same address (if you use an overnight delivery service, please use zip code 20004 instead of zip code 
20463). Please include the AF # in your response. Your response may not raise any arguments not 
raised in your original written response or not directly responsive to the Reviewing Officer's 
recommendation. 11 C.F.R. § 111.36(f). The Commission will then make a final determination in 
this matter. 

Please contact me at the toll free number 800-424-9530 (press 0, then press 1660) or 202-
694-1660 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Rhiannon Magruder ' 
Acting Reviewing Officer 
Office of Administrative Review 



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 

MEMORANDUM 

April 3,2013 

To: The Commission 

Through: 

From: 

Subject: 

Alec Palmer 
Staff Director 

Patricia C. Orrock 
Chief Compliance Officer 

Rhiannon Magruder^^'^ 
Acting Reviewing Officer 
Office of Administrative Review 

Final Determination Recommendation in AF# 2636 - Garcia for Congress and 
Swati Patel, in her official capacity as Treasurer (CQ0515114) 

On February 7, 2013, the Commission found reason to believe ("RTB") that the 
respondents violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) for failing to file 48-Hour Notices for the 2012 Texas 
Primary Election and made a preliminary determination that the civil money penalty was 
$15,220, based on the schedule of penalties at 11 C.F.R. § 111.44. 

On March 1, 2013, the Commission received their written response ("challenge"). After 
reviewing the challenge, the Reviewing Officer Recommendation ("ROR") dated March 11, 
2013 was forwarded to the Commission, a copy was forwarded to the respondents, and is hereby 
incorporated by reference. The Reviewing Officer recommended that the Commission make a 
final determination that they violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) and based on the contributions requiring 
48-Hour Notices disclosed on the 2012 July Quarterly Report ($150,000 in candidate loans), 
assess a $15,220 civil money penalty because they submitted no evidence that a factual error was 
made in the RTB finding, that the penalty was miscalculated at RTB or that they used best efforts 
to file on time. 11 C.F.R. § 111.35(b). 

Within 10 days of transmittal of the recommendation, they may file a written response 
with the Commission Secretary which may not raise any arguments not raised in their challenge 
or not directly responsive to the ROR. 11 C.F.R. § 111.36(f). As of this date, a written response 
has not been received. 



OAR Recommendations 

(1) Adopt the Reviewing Officer recommendation for AF# 2636 involving Garcia for Congress 
and Swati Patel, in her official capacity as Treasurer, in making the final determination; 

(2) Make a final determination in AF# 2636 that Garcia for Congress and Swati Patel, in her 
official capacity as Treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) and assess a civil money penalty of 
$15,220; and 

(3) Send the appropriate letter. 

Acting Reviewing Officer: Rhiannon Magruder 



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

In the Matter of 

Final Determination Recommendation: ) AF 2636 
Garcia for Congress and Swati Patel, in 
her official capacity as Treasurer 
(C00515114) 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Shawn Woodhead Werth, Secretary and Clerk of the Federal Election 

Commission, do hereby certify that on May 20,2013, the Commission decided 

by a vote of 5-0 to take the following actions in AF# 2636: 

1. Adopt the Reviewing Officer recommendation for AF# 2636 
involving Garcia for Congress and Swati Patel, in her official 
capacity as Treasurer, in making the final determination. 

2. Make a final determination in AF# 2636 that Garcia for Congress 
and Swati Patel, in her official capacity as Treasurer, violated 
2 U.S.C. § 434(a) and assess a civil money penalty of $15,220. 

3. Send the appropriate letter. 

Commissioners Hunter, McGahn II, Petersen, Walther and Weintraub voted 

affirmatively for the decision. 

Attest: 

Shawn Woodhead Werth f Dat^ 
Secretary and Clerk of the Commission 



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 

May 23, 2013 

VIA OVERNIGHT DELIVERY 

Swati Patel, in official capacity as Treasurer 
Garcia for Congress 
400 South Zang Boulevard, Suite 600 
Dallas, TX 75208 

C00515114 
AF#: 2636 

Dear Ms. Patel: 

On February 7, 2013, the Federal Election Commission ("the Commission") found reason 
to believe ("RTB") that Garcia for Congress and you, in your official capacity as Treasurer, 
violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) for failing to file 48-Hour Notices for the 2012 Texas Primary 
Election. By letter dated February 8, 2013, the Commission sent notification of the RTB finding 
that included a civil money penalty calculated at RTB of $15,220 in accordance with the 
schedule of penalties at 11 C.F.R. § 111.44. On March 1, 2013, the Office of Administrative 
Review received your written response, challenging the RTB finding. 

The Reviewing Officer reviewed the Commission's RTB 'finding with its supporting 
documentation and the written response. Based on this review, the Reviewing Officer 
recommended that the Commission make a final determination that Garcia for Congress and you, 
in your official capacity as Treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) and assess a civil money 
penalty in the amount of $15,220 in accordance with 11 C.F.R. § 111.44. A copy of the 
Reviewing Officer Recommendation (ROR) was sent to you on March 11, 2013. 

On May 20, 2013, the Commission adopted the Reviewing Officer's recommendation and 
made a final determination that Garcia for Congress and you, in your official capacity as 
Treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) and assessed a civil money penalty of $15,220. It is based 
on the same factors used to calculate the civil money penalty at RTB. A copy of the final 
determination recommendation is attached. 



At this juncture, the following courses of action are available to you: 

1. If You Choose to Appeal the Final Determination and/or Civil Money Penalty 
If you choose to appeal the final determination, you should submit a written petition, 

within 30 days of receipt of this letter, to the district court of the United States for the district in 
which the committee or you reside, or transact business, requesting that the final determination 
be modified or set aside. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(C)(iii). Your failure to raise an argument in 
a timely fashion during the administrative process shall be deemed a waiver of the respondents' 
right to present such argument in a petition to the district court under 2 U.S.C. § 437g. 
11 CFR§ 111.38. 

2. If You Choose Not to Pay the Civil Money Penalty and Not to Appeal 
Unpaid civil money penalties assessed through the Administrative Fine regulations will 

be subject to the Debt Collection Act of 1982 ("OCA") as amended by the Debt Collection 
Improvement Act of 1996 ("DCIA"), 31 U.S.C. § 3701 et seq. If you do not pay this debt within 
30 days (or file a written petition to a federal district court - see below), the Commission will 
transfer the debt to the U.S. Department of the Treasury ("Treasury") for collection. Within 5 
days of the transfer to Treasury, Treasury will contact you to request payment. Treasury 
currently charges a fee of 28% of the civil money penalty amount for its collection services. The 
fee will be added to the amount of the civil money penalty that you owe. Should Treasury's 
attempts fail. Treasury will refer the debt to a private collection agency ("PCA"). If the debt 
remains unpaid, Treasury may recommend that the Commission refer the matter to the 
Department of Justice for litigation. 

Actions which may be taken to enforce recovery of a delinquent debt by Treasury may 
also include: (1) offset of any payments, which the debtor is due, including tax refunds and 
salary; (2) referral of the debt to agency counsel for litigation; (3) reporting of the debt to a credit 
bureau; (4) administrative wage garnishment; and (5) reporting of the debt, if discharged, to the 
IRS as potential taxable income. In addition, under the provisions of DCIA and other statutes 
applicable to the FEC, the debtor may be subject to the assessment of other statutory interest, 
penalties, and administrative costs. 

In accordance with the DCIA, at your request, the agency will offer you the opportunity 
to inspect and copy records relating to the debt, the opportunity for a review of the debt, and the 
opportunity to enter into a written repayment agreement. 

3. If You Choose to Pay the Civil Money Penalty 
If you should decide to pay the civil money penalty, send the enclosed remittance form, 

along with your payment, to the address on page 4 within 30 days of receipt of this letter. 

NOTICE REGARDING PARTIAL PAYMENTS AND SETTLEMENT OFFERS 

4. Partial Payments 
If you make a payment in an amount less than the civil money penalty, the amount of 

your partial payment will be credited towards the full civil money penalty that the Commission 
assessed upon making a final determination. 
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5. Settlement Offers 
If you make a payment in an amount less than the civil money penalty as an offer to settle 

or compromise a debt owed to the Commission, the offer is herewith rejected despite any 
restrictive endorsements contained on your check or money order or proposed in correspondence 
transmitted with your check or money order. Acceptance and deposit or cashing of such a 
restricted payment does not constitute acceptance of the settlement offer. Payments containing 
restrictive endorsements will be deposited and treated as a partial payment towards the civil 
money penalty that the Commission assessed upon making a final determination. All unpaid 
civil money penalty amounts remaining will be subject to the debt collection procedures set forth 
in Section 2, above. 

The confidentiality provisions at 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no longer apply and this matter 
is now public. The file will be made a part of the public record pursuant to 11 CFR § 111.42(b). 
Although the file must be placed on the public record within thirty (30) days from the date of the 
Commission's notification, this could occur at anytime following certification of the 
Commission's vote. 

If you have any questions regarding the payment of the civil money penalty, please 
contact Rhiannon Magruder on our toll free number (800) 424-9530 (press 0, then ext. 1660) or 
(202)694-1660. 

On behalf of the Commission, 

&MA.L Witictaitr 
Ellen L. Weintraub 
Chair 
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ADMINISTRATIVE FINE PAYMENT INSTRUCTIONS 

In accordance with the schedule of penalties at 11 C.F.R. § 111.44, the civil money 
penalty is $15,220 for 48-Hour Notices for the 2012 Texas Primary Election. 

This penalty should be paid by check or money order, made payable to the Federal 
Election Commission. It should be sent by mail to: 

Federal Election Commission 
PC Box 979058 
St. Louis, MO 63197-9000 

If you choose to send your payment by courier or overnight delivery, please use this 
address: 

U.S. Bank - Government Lockbox 
FEC # 979058 
1005 Convention Plaza 
Attn: Government Lockbox, SL-MO-C2GL 
St. Louis, MO 63101 

The form and payment are due within 30 days of receipt of this letter. 

PAYMENTS BY PERSONAL CHECK 
Personal checks will be converted into electronic funds transfers (EFTs). Your account 

will be electronically debited for the amount on the check, usually within 24 hours, and the debit 
will appear on your regular statement. We will destroy your original check and keep a copy of it. 
In case the EFT cannot be processed for technical reasons, you authorize us to process the copy 
in lieu of the original check. Should the EFT not be completed because of insufficient funds, we 
may try to make the transfer twice. 

PLEASE DETACH AND RETURN THE PORTION BELOW WITH YOUR PAYMENT 

FOR: Garcia for Congress 

FEC ID#: C00515114 

AF#: 2636 

PAYMENT AMOUNT DUE: $15,220 



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION Lockbox: GLX^979058 Ledger Date 07/22/201.4 

ig; 

Batch 
1 

Item 
1 

TID 
Y-3103801 

Batch Total 
$15,220.00 

Amount 
$15,220.00 



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
Washington DC 20463 
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TfflS IS THE END OF ADMINISTRATIVE FINE CASE # ^3^ 

DATESCANNED 

SCANNER NO. 

SCAN OPERATOR CZS 


